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T is entirely owing to the "IR 
portunity of Friends, that the 
following Sheets are made publick. 
This, I am ſenfible, may be looked 
upon as a common Excuſe ; but my 
Friends can bear me Witneſs, that 
it is not a mere Excuſe. They ve- 
ry well know, how unwilling I al- 
ways have been, and was now, to 
expole to publick View Perfor- 
mances of this Nature. I muſt 
therefore rely on the Candour of the 
Judicious, for publiſhing ſuch an 
haſty and indigeſted Compoſure, 
which I little thought would ever 
have ſeen the Light: And I flatter 
myſelf, that I ſhall meet with their 


A 2  favour- 


To che READER. 


favourable Indulgence, when they 
conſider, that as this Diſcourſe was 
at firſt preached, ſo it is now print- 
ed, ſolely for the Sake of ſerious 
and well-diſpoſed Minds, who ear- 
neſtly defire a private Peruſal of it. 
And if it ſhould prove the Means of - 
reviving in hut one Soul an awful 
Senſe of God and Religion, I ſhall 
count myſelf happy, as having fo 
far anſwered the noble End of 
N 


FW. 


S 
I have not found thy W, orks | verfal 


before Gop. Remember therefore 


how thou haſt received and heard, 
and hold faſt and repent. I f 
therefore thou ſhalt not watch, I 
will come on thee as a Thief, and 
thou ſhalt not know what Hour I 
will come upon thee. 


H 0 UGH we have no particular- 
Account of this Church of Sardis, 


itſelf ; yet from thence it plainly appears that 


they were in a very declining State with re- 


ſpect to Religion and Piety. They had indeed 
a great Name among the other Churches, a 
Name that they lived; but Chriſt knew tbeir 
Works, that though they retained the out- 
ward Profeſſion of Religion, and had per- 
haps among them ſome Things that might 
be Praiſe-worthy ; yet that their Religion 


was little more than an outſide Show ; that 


they 


to which theſe Words are addreſ— 
ſed, but what we can gather from theEpiſtle 
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(6) 
they were in a great Meaſure deſtitute of 
the Life and Power of Godlineſs, and dead 
to all true Senſe and Reliſh of Divine 
Pleaſures : And though there were among 
them ſome Perſons, who bad not defiled their 
Garments by criminal Indulgences; yet the 
Remainders of Piety were under a vi- 
ſible Decay, nay even ready to die. Where- 
upon Chriſt directs them to rectify what 
was defective and amiſs ; 70 remember what- 
they bad received and heard, to adhere to and 
bold faſt the Purity of the Goſpel, uncor- 
rupted by the Mixture of Heatheniſm or 
| Superſtition, or the falſe Gloſſes of, here- 
tical deſigning Teachers; and not only ſo, 
but alſo to repent of their paſt irregular 
Behaviour, to change their Hearts and Lives, 
to look well to their Temper and Conduct, 
and endeavour to get their Souls impreſſed 
with a lively Senſe of Gop and Religion, 
exerting that Warmth and Ardour in 
the Diſcharge of their Duty, as became 
their Circumſtances, the Light and Advan- 
tages they enjoyed; which unleſs they did, 
he lets them know, that they muſt look 
for ſome ſevere and terrible Blow, ſome 

al and unexpodted Judgment; that he 


would 


SS 


would. come on them as a Thief at an Hou 
they ſhould not know, would ſurprize them | 


in the Midſt of their Sins, and alarm them 
in the Height of their Security. 
Now fince theſe Things were written for 


our Admonition, upon whom the. Ends of the 
World are come ; and fince there is too great 


aReſemblance, with reſpect to Religion, be- 
tween the Church of Sardis and the preſent 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; ſo the Words of 
the Text may be very applicable to our 


Days and Circumſtances, and Chriſt may be 
conſidered as ſaying to us of this Age: I 


have not found thy Works perfect before Gon. 
Remember therefore how thou haſt received 


and heard, and hold faſt and repent. If 


therefore thou ſhalt not watch, I will come 


on thee as a Thief, and thou ſhalt not know 
what Hour 1 will come upon thee. 


| In diſcourſing therefore on theſe Words, 


1 ſhall conſider, 


L What Works are to be found among us, 


which are ſo far from being perfect, that 


they may juſtly expoſe us to the tes 
ſure of Heaven, 
II. What 
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(8) 


II. What Method in ſuch CircumRances 


woe are to take; even to repent ; to re- 
form our Hearts and Lives. 

III. That, unleſs we com ply with this Me- 
thod, we have great Reaſon to fear ſome 
ſevere and terrible Token of Gop' 8 Dif- 
pleaſure. 324 


I. I ſhall take Notice of ſhine particular 
Works among us, that are ſo far from be- 


ing perfect, that they may juſtly expoſe us 


to the Diſpleaſure of Gop. By perfe#, 
ve are not to underſtand that abſolute Per- 
fection, which excludes all Sin and Defe&; 
this being only to be attained in a ſinleſs and 


perfect State: But only that Sincerity, which 


* 


is the given Rule, and the Ground of Ac- 
ceptance in the Goſpel; ſo that perfect 
Works are Works agreeable to the Laws 


of the Goſpel, performed from a ſincere and 
conſcientious Regard to the Will and Au- 
thority of Gop. And are our Works in 
this Reſpect perfect? Why do J ſay per- 


fect? Are they not on the contrary moſt 
wicked, immoral, and impious. 


There ſeems at preſent among us, not on- 


5 a a 22520 Decay of the Life and Power of 


Religion; 


(9) 


Religion ; but even an open Defiance of the 


Gop of Heaven, and a bare-faced Contempt 


of every Thing that is ſober and religious. 
Infidelity has, as it were, ſet up a Standard, 
to which all are encouraged to reſort ; in 
order to drive, if poſſible, the Apprehen- 
ſions of a ſupreme Power and of a future 
State out of the Land : So that it is now 
reckoned a Picce of good Breeding to get 
rid of the Fears of a future Account, and 


he is a choice Spirit, that can think of it 


with Contempt, and ſpeak of it with Ridi- 
cule. Nay, we have ſo far thrown off the 


very Appearance of Religion, that, as the 
World now goes, he is a great Believer, 


Who admits the Being of a Gop and Provi- 
dence, with the other Principles of natural 
Religion, among his Credenda. But as for 
revealed Religion, What Numbers are there, 
who think it not worth their while to en- 
quire into the Grounds and Principles of it, 
looking upon it as a Thing in which they 
are no Way concerned ? It is, indeed, the 


Religion of the Country where they live, 


but the Do&rines of it are too nice and 
ſubtil for them to meddle with; they are 
therefore contented to leave theſe Things 
| B to 


— 


F 


3 , , . e 
. I Pp — 1 ” * n — 
PTY _ 22 K — * rn 
* n * & 1 £1 
e 0 * yo 
* . m _ wc. 2 \ _ N 4 te ere a Vi * 1 


EE. 
2 n r . 
5 8 —_— 8 8 ADE” 7 


1 


to Men of more Leiſure and greater Capa- 


city, but, for their own. Part, deſire to be 


excuſed from troubling themſelves about 
them. Nay, it would be well, if ſome Men 


were toſtop here; for too many there are, who 
openly aſſault and with Indignity treat the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, making the whole of 
Chriſtianity the Subject of their low and 
ſcurrilous Jeſts. If you talk of the Method 
of Salvation by Chriſt Jeſus, or of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, or of any other 
peculiar Doctrine of Chriſtianity; What 
unaccountable Jargon, what ridiculous Stuff 
are theſe Things reckoned by the refined 
Spirits of the Age ? They, inſtead of be- 
ing inflamed with Love to Gop by theſe 
Conſiderations, treat them with Scoff and 
Contempt, and read the Scriptures contain- 
ing an Account of theſe Things, with as 
little, if not leſs Decency, than they would a 
prophane Hiſtory, They read them ; not 
for Improvement, but in order to'get a rea- 
dy Way of expreſſing themſelves in Scrip- 
ture Dialect; that they may be able to ap- 

_ ply its ſeveral Phraſes to their ludicrous Pur- 
poſes. For, to the Shame of the preſent Age 
be.it ſpoken, he is reckoned even a Man of 
| | Wit, 


( 11 5 

Mit, who can burleſque Scripture, who has 
acquired a Knack of abuſing and perverting 
religious Phraſes ; can banter every Thing 
that has the Appearance of Godlineſs, and 

by ſophiſtical Arguments baffle and con- 
found thoſe who have any Regard for what 

is Sacred and Divine. By Means of which 

Contempt is caſt upon the Religion of 
Jeſus, and, in Conſequence, a Door is 
opened to all Manner of Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality. Accordingly, wherever we 
turn our Eyes, we fee Vice, like an Inun- 
dation, has broke in upon us, ſpreading it- 
ſelf in every*Corner. What Lewdneſs and 
Debauchery, what Riots and Drunkenneſs, 

what Fraud and Perjury, what blaſphemous 
Oaths and Imprecations, are, without any 
Remorſe, daily practiſed among us? Be. 
hold here one hardened Wretch, blaſphe- 
ming the awful ſacred Name of his Maker, 
and with dreadful Imprecations calling for 
Vengeance on his devoted Head! Behold- 
another, giving looſe the Reins to his im- 


pure Paſſions, and ſtupifying his Soul in 


criminal Gratifications | While a third is 
drowning his Reaſon, and firing his Blood 
with the Heat of intoxicating Liquors ; thus 
B 2 turning 


FED 


turniog himſelf into a more mean and igno⸗ 


ble Creature than a Brute. And what is {till 


worſe, Men are arrived to ſuch an Impu- 
dence in Sin, that they are not even afraid 
nor aſhamed to own ſuch abominable Vices; 
but, on the contrary, make them the Mat- 
ter of Sport and Mirth ; calling them by the 
gentle ſoftening Names of a pleaſant Whim, 
or a Trick of Youth : | Nay, theſe Vices are 


ſo much the Mode and Faſhion gf the 


Times, that they ſcruple not to relate them 
to others with an affecting Glee, and boaſt of 
them as mighty Atchievements; all which 
ſhews that we have loſt, notonly thatGravity 


of Deportment, which is the proper Orna- 


ment of a Chriſtian, but alſo that Modeſty 
and Reſervedneſs of Temper, which is na- 


tural to an Exgliſi man. 


To what we ſhall come at laſt, God only 
kids, if a timely Stop be not put to theſe 


growing Enormities. We ſcem already to 
have got to ſuchan high Pitch of Wickedneſs, 
2 to trample on all Order and Decency, and 


pay ſolittle Regard to the Authority of God, 
that, were it not for the Inſtitution of the 


Lord's Day, there would ſcarce be any Face 


of Region among us. And yet, melancholy 
47 Thought ! 


(433) 
Thought! even that Day among Numbers 
is either waſted in Idleneſs, or ſpent in Sport 


and Recreation. Inſtead of conſecrating it 


to the Purpoſes of Religion, and making 
Ule of it as an Opportunity to improve and 
exalt the Mind ; How many are there, who 
make it a Day to glut and indulge the Body, 
and conſume it away in Sloth or Exceſs? 
They cannot even ſpare that Day from their 
Amuſement and Recreation. 


And here I cannot help obſerving, that 


it is one of the Sins of our Age, that we 
are a Nation entirely devoted to Pleaſure 
and Diverſion ; the Love of which ſeems to 


be the reigning Taſte, and has invaded all 


Ranks and Orders of Men. And what 
Pity is it that this City, which was once re- 
markable for Induſtry and Temperance ; 


for Frugality and Virtue ; ſhould now be 


little better than a Scene of Extravagance 
and Luxury; of publick Shows and muſi- 
cal Aſſemblies; of pleaſurable Amuſements 
in every Shape, which Men huat after with 
as much Eagerneſs, as if they were born 
for nothing elſe, and Pleaſure was the only 


Buſineſs of Life; by Means of which the 


Vigour of the Soul is impaired, the Mind 
ſoftened, 
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(14) 
ſoftened, and rendered unfit for the hardy 
Exerciſes of Virtue. And the Conſequence of 
all this is, Religion is neglected and deri- 
ded, national Virtue is ſank to a very tow 


Ebb, a Senſe of Honour and Humanity 


is almoſt obliterated, the publick Good is 


ſacrificed to private Intereſt, and Acts of 


Fraud and Couſenage, of Perjury and Ra- 
pine, are eaſily digeſted, in order to ſupport 
Men in the expenſive Purſuit of baſe Inte- 
reſts and ſhameful Pleaſures. 29 
But I forbear to enter into a farther De- 
tail of theſe enormous Vices; the Subject 
is too copious, and too diſagreeable to be 
longer inſiſted on; efpecially conſidering, 


_ * that it may be thought more ſuitable to the 
| Deſign of the Text, as well as our preſent 


Meeting, to take ſome Notice of thoſe Decays 


of the Life and Power of Religion, which are 


too viſible among ſuch as have ſome Regard 
for Goodneſs. This alſo is neither a plea- ; 
ſing nor an acceptable Work, fince it looks 

too much like Satyr and Invective on the 
preſent Age. However, it is neceſſary, in 
order to cure the Diſorders of the Mind, 
that Men ſhould be made acquainted with 


the * of them. T hat Self- love may 


not 


615) 


not blind their Eyes, it is proper to pre- 


ſent them with a true Mirrour, that they 
may both ſee their Defects, and no longer 


varniſh them over with deceitful Colours. 


I am ſenſible, that theſe Defects will ap- 


pear to ſome as merely chimerical and ima- 
ginary; that the Decay of Religion will 
be confidered only as a common Topick of 
Diſcourſe for gloomy Chriſtians to vent their 
Spleen on ; and that Complaints of this Na- 
ture, as they have been always made, ſo 
were never more needleſs than at preſent ; 
Religion being never man NO a better 
Foundation. | 


It muſt indeed be owned, din thoſe 
Miſts of Ignorance, which once obſcured the 


Face of Chriſtianity, do begin to diſſipate 
and ſcatter, and that more honourable Ideas 
are framed of the Nature and Perfections of 
the Deity. But then it muſt alſo with Grief 
be owned, that the Behaviour of thoſe, who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, is not ſuitable to 
the Light and Advantages they enjoy, and 
the Relation in which they ſtand to their 


ſupreme Creator. Does not common Ob- 


ſervation make it appear, that, if Religion 
is better underſtood, it is not better prac- 
tiſed 3 
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(16) 


tiſed; that, while Men amuſe themſelves 


with Speculation, they are very defective in 
their Obedience to * plain Commands of 
_ God? 


Without pretending to draw a Compa- 
riſon between this and former Ages (which 


we are not well able to do, unleſs we had 


lived in thoſe. Days as well as theſe) certain 


it is, that whoever takes a View of” the pre- 


ſent State of Religion, will ſee, that it af- 


fords but a melancholy Proſpect. Some 
confine it to favourite, Notions and party 


Diſtinctions, and ſuffer idle Diſputes about 


trifling and inſignificant Opinions to prevail 


over the weightier Matters of the Law, and 


thus in a manner to eat out the very Life and 


Soul of Religion; lighting and contemning 


the Practice of moral Virtue, as a low and 


mean Attainment. Others, on the other 
Hand, tho they allow the indiſpenſable Obli- 
gation of Morality, yet, it is to be feared, 
are very careleſs and negligent in the Diſ- 


charge of their Duty; particularly in the 


Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion. They 
obſerving the unwarrantable Zeal for 
ſpeculative Opinions diſcovered in ſome, 
who SG: . Time 1 in trifling Diſputes, 
than 


£ 


; 
(17) 
than in governing their Spirits, and regulat- 
ing their Paſſions; and who, while they make 
a-Stir and Noiſe about Religion, have often 
been very defective in Practice; they, I ſay, 
obſerving this, have, in order to avoid the 
Scandal of Hypocriſy, been very fearful of 
expreſſing a proper Regard for even thoſe 
Duties, which are in their own Nature 
praiſe-worthy and commendable. By Means 
of which the Offices of Piety are ſcandal- 


ouſly neglected, ſerious Religion is diſcarded | _ 


as favouring of Superſtition ; Zeal is looked 
upon with Contempt and Suſpicion ; and 
the Duties relating to our Maker are conſi- 
dered as of the leaſt Importance of all others. 
But can theſe Things conſiſt with that Love 
of God, which is the Foundation of all 
Goodneſs? On the Contrary, are they not 
ſtrong Symptoms of declining Virtue ? Is it 
not owing to a great Decay in Religion, that 
the Duty of Prayer, for Inſtance, is ſo much 
neglected? This is a Duty, which has a natural 
Tendency to poſſeſs the Soul with a juſt and 
awful Senſe of the ſupreme Being, and to 
excite ſuch Diſpoſitions of Mind, as will 
qualify us to receive thoſe Bleſſings which a 


kind and gracious God is ready to beſtow ; 
C a Duty 


(18) 


a Duty, which, if rightly performed, would 


effectually enable us to make Head againſt 
the Temptations of Life, would render 
every Part of our Work eaſy and delightful, 
and ſettle the Mind in a State of ſweet Com- 
poſure and pleaſing Serenity. From the 
Neglect therefore of this Duty, one would 
be apt to conclude, that a ſerious Senſe of 
God is worn out of the Mind: It being an un- 
doubted Proof of the Inperfection of our 
Works, that we have ſo many prayerlefs 
Perſons, and prayerleſs Families, 

And, as if this was not ſufficient to in- 
cur the Diſpleaſure of our Maker, fo, in 
theſe our Days, Men proceed further, and 
ſcruple not to ſhew how imperfect their 


Works axe, by pouring open Contempt on 


his publick Worſhip. Formerly, many Perſons, 


ES .who made little Conſcience of ſecret or Fa- 


mily Prayer, were very diligent in their At- 


tendance on publick Service, But, as one 


Vice generally draws on another, ſo, in theſe 


Ages of decaying Piety, the publick Wor- 


ſhip of God is grun unfaſhionable. The 


Duties of God's Houſe are Things, for 
which Men have no great Taſte and Re- 


liſh ; and for that Reaſon they fancy he does 


not 


(19) 
not require a conſtant Attendance on them. 
Sometimes, indeed, they may put on the 


Show of Religion, to make an Appearance 


on certain Occaſions ; particularly, to dif- 
cover their Skill in the important Aﬀair of 
bodily Dreſs ; but they can't ſee the Neceſ- 
ſity: or Advantage of a conſtant Attendance, 
They know as much already as they can be 
taught, and more than either they or others 
practiſe. Beſides which, a conſtant Attend- 


ance will look too much like Saperſtition, 


and make weak Minds believe that the who/? 
of Religion conſiſts in external Duties. 
But I would defire, that ſuch nice Per- 


re would take'Care, that, while they think 


they diſcourage Superſtition, they don't 
ſpread the more dangerous Contagion of Li- 
centiouſneſs. For if, as they ſay, weak 
Minds do really believe that the whole of 
Religion conſiſts in theſe Duties, will not 
ſuch weak Minds, when they ſee Men of 
greater Capacities make light of them, be 
apt to draw this Inference, that, if they have 
been miſtaken in one Point, perhaps they 
may be ſo in another; conſequently, for aught 
they know, the Duties even of Juſtice and 
e may not be of that Importance 
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( 20 ) 
asthey apprehended ; and from hence will they 
not be tempted to give a greater Indulgence 


to their. irregular Paſſions ? How thoſe Per- 


ſons then will be able to anſwer for this Con- 
duct I know not, who ſet ſuch an Example, 
as will, by natural Confequence, vitiate and 
corrupt the Morals of Mankind? I am per- 


ſuaded, that nothing has tended more to the 
increaſe that Depravity of Manners too viſi- 


ble among us, than the Contempt with which 
the publick Worſhip of God has been treat- 
ed; But whoever has a true Senſe: of, Re- 
 ligion, will be careful to attend on the ap- 
pointed Means of Improvement; and, during 


that Attendance, will diligently watch the 


Motions of his Mind, exerting that Life 
and Vigour which is ſuitable to the Nature 
120 Importance of the Service. 0 
And yet, how cold and remiſs, how care- 
iel and negligent, are thoſe few ho do at- 
tend on the Exerciſes of Devotion? They come 
into the Houſe of God, merely out of Cuſtom 
or Curioſity ;. take, little Care to, keep their 
Hearts with all Diligence, to feel the Weight 
of what is ſaid, and to preſerve the Spright- 
lineſs and Vigour of their Affections. It is 


to be lamented, that ſuch, in general, be- 
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have with the utmoſt Unconcern and Indif- 


ference in the Service of God; either they 


indulge themſelves in Sleep, or elſe give Al- 
lowance to a wandering Eye, or a more wan- 
dering Heart. Either they like not the 
Preacher, or the Subject is not entertaining, 
of the Language is not ſufficiently florid and 
pompous to raiſe their Fancy and warm 
their Imagination ; ſomething diſguſts them, 
or nothing pleaſes them, Improvement 
in Knowledge and Virtue is the Thing they 
ſeem leaſt of all to propoſe to themſelves, 
and therefore take little. Pains to fix their 
Attention, to raiſe their Deſires, and to exer- 
ciſe that Humility and Reverence, that Seri- 
ouſneſs and Fervency, without which the out- 
ward Performance will be of no Advantage, 
Indeed, I freely own that Religion does 
not conſiſt in Fits and Sallies of Devotion, 
in warm Workings of the Paſſions. If we 
take this for Religion, we miſtake the Nature 


of it, and deceive ourſelves, | But then, fince 
the Paſſions were given us not to be ſuppreſ- 


ſed and ſmothered, but to be raiſed and di- 


rected towards proper Objects; Where can 


they be better employed than in the Wor- 
up. of that Being, who did at firſt im- 
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ing Ardor; the Want of which muſt be 
looked upon as a great Defe&, and a Proof 
that even our ng — are not paſo 
before God. 0 


(22) | 

plant them in us, and who is deſerving 
of their utmoſt Force and Elevation? And, 
tho' ſincere Piety does not conſiſt in ſudden 
Flaſhes, yet. it does burn with a pure Flame 


of Love to God, and in the Exerciſes of 


Devotion will kindle in the Soul a becom 


While I am mentioning | theſs Defeats, 


9 cannot help taking Notice of one glating 


Inperfection in the Works of many, who 


55 have a Senſe of Goodneſs; and that is the 


viſible Diſregard that is paid to the po- 


ſitive Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity : Which, 
| becauſe they are not the eſſential Parts of 
| Religion, Men ſeem to make no Account 
of; imagining that, if they live in the Prae- 


tice of moral Virtue, there is no Occaſion 


for them to concern themſelves about ritual 
Obſervances. 
of all Religion 


rue it is, that the great End 
the Practice of moral Vir. 
tue, without which all external Performances 
are no better than a Mockery of the ſupreme 


Being. But, tho' moral Rectitude is the great 
| PS of Felgion, yet 9 Inſtitutions = 
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(23) 
are Means admirably well ſuited to promote 
and carry on this valuable End ; therefore 
challenges our ſerious Notice and Regard. 
For ſurely the Means of Religion are not to 
be neglected, becauſe they are not the End, 
but rather to be uſed with Thankfulneſs, as 
Helps to the Weakneſs and Infirmity of 
human Nature. And, if we conſcientiouſly 


make Uſe of the Means of Improvement, we 


are certainly more liable to attain the End 


propoſed, than we can poſſibly be without 


| ſuch Aſſiſtances. Whereas, if we pay no 
Regard to the Authority of God in any one 
Caſe, and think ourſelves at Liberty to com- 
ply or not comply with his Will, we may, 
from the ſame Principle, be induced, at laſt, 
to ſlight his Authority in every Caſe. Nay, 


is there no Immorality in refuſing to pay an Fo 


Obedience to an expreſs Command ? Or can 
we be ſaid to love Chriſt, when we care not 
to liſt ourſelves among the Number of his 
Followers, by a voluntary Submiſſion to the 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, and neglect to cele- 
brate the Memory of his dying Love? 


Theſe Things are ſo far from being duly 


conſidered, that in this Age of pretended 


Politeneſs (in which there are Faſhions even 
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plant them in us, and who is s deſerving ; 
of their utmoſt Force and Elevation? And, 
tho' ſincere Piety does not conſiſt in ſudden 
Flaſhes, yet it does burn with a pure Flame 
of Love to God, and in the Exerciſes of 
Devotion will kindle in the Soul a becom- 
ing Ardor; the Want of which muſt be 
looked upon as a great Defect, and a Proof 
that even our . urn are not page 
before God. 9 

While I am- mentioning | theſs Defects, 


I cannot help taking Notice of one glaring 


Inperfection in the Works of many, who 
have a Senſe of Goodneſs; and that is the 
viſible Diſregard that is paid to the po- 
fitive Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity : Which, 
becauſe they are not the eſſential Parts of 
Religion, Men ſeem to make no Account 
of; imagining that, if they live in the Prae- 


- tice of moral Virtue, there is no Occaſion 


for them to concern themſelves about ritual 
Obſervances. True it is, that the great End 
of all Religion is the Practice of moral Vir. 
fue, without which all external Performances 


are no better than a Mockery of the ſupreme 


Being. But, tho' moral Rectitude is the great 


Jos of Religion, yet Pofitive Inftitutions 
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are Means admirably well ſuited to promote "I 
and carry on this valuable End; therefore \ 
challenges our ſerious Notice and Regard. 


For ſurely the Means of Religion are not to 
be neglected, becauſe they are not the End, 


but rather to be uſed with Thankfulneſs, as F 
Helps to the Weakneſs and Infirmity of ; 
human Nature. And, if we conſcientiouſly 
make Uſe of the Means of Improvement, we 
are certainly more liable to attain the End 
propoſed, than we can poſſibly be without 
ſuch Aſſiſtances. Whereas, if we pay no 
Regard to the Authority of God in any one 
Caſe, and think ourſelves at Liberty to com- 
ply or not comply with his Will, we may, 
from the ſame Principle, be induced, at laſt, 
to ſlight his Authority in every Caſe. Nay, 
is there no Immorality in refuſing to pay an 
Obedience to an expreſs Command ? Or can 
we be ſaid to love Chriſt, when we care not 
to liſt ourſelves among the Number of his 
Followers, by a voluntary Submiſſion to the 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, and neglect to cele- 
brate the Memory of his dying Love? 
Theſe Things are fo far from being duly 
conſidered, that in this Age of pretended 
Politeneſs (in which there are Faſhions even 
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in Religion) it is the prevailing Mode to 
decry the Neceſſity of pofitive Iuſtitutions, 


to repreſent Baptiſm, in particular, as an ab- 
folute Ceremony, and the Man, who pleads 
for the Obſervance of it, as ſuperſtitious o or 
uncharitable.—But to proceed. . 

What I have already advanced in this 
Diſcourſe is undoubtedly an Argument that 
our Works in this Age are far from being 
perfect before God; but the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt inconteſtable Proof of all yet remains; 


even the irregular Lives of thoſe who profeſs 
Religion. This is a Thing rather to be la- 


mented than deſcribed ; and on the Account 
of which we have all great Reaſon to take 
Shame to ourſelves. For who is there a- 
mong us that takes due Care to live fo an- 
ſwerably to his Profeſſion, and to make 


ſuch Improvements as might reaſonably be 


expected from him? We have, it is true, 


the Name of Chriſtians, but, if we examine 


the Lives of many, it will be found that 
there is little more than the Name; that they 
are in a manner deſtitute of the Life and 


Power of Godlineſs. Tho' they are ſenſi- 


ble that the Things relating to another State 
are of infinitely more Importance, than the 
Affairs 


(25). 

Affalrs of this, yet they pay not that Re- 
gard to the former as is ſuitable to their Na- 
ture and Importance, but employ the great- 
eſt Activity about thoſe Things which are 
allowed to be of the leaſt Conſequence. 
How cold and negligent are they in the Con- 
cerns of Eternity ? How eager and conſtant, 
how active and vigorous, in their Endeavours 
after this World? How will the Soul ſtretch 
towards it, and graſp at it with the utmoſt 
Intenſeneſs ? Oh ! what Reaſon have we to 
lament, that the Love of the World has 
taken ſo much Poſſeſſion of the Heart, than 
which nothing more hinders the Progreſs 
of Religion, quenches the heavenly Life, 
and checks and controuls the Mind in its O- 
perations, enervating its Powers, and deſtroy- 
ing its Sprightlineſs. Accordingly, How 
many are there, who in a negligent Way 
turn their Thoughts from the Principles of 
Virtue, and, being hurried by the Cares and 
Temptations of the World, give a Looſe 
to their irregular Defires? How unſteady 
and inconſtant are all in their Walk withGod? 
How often are they drawn aſide by preſent 
Allurements? Few there are who take due 
Care to underſtand the Joſt Bounds of their 
D —_— 


| (26) | 
11 Duty, and to avoid the Temptations to 

il which they are expoſed : Few who conſider 
| what Pains are requiſite to ſubdue their ir- 
| regular Inclinations, to ſtore the Mind with 
| religious Principles, to rivet in the Soul the 
1 Habits of Virtue, and acquire an eaſy and 
þ | | chearful Diſcharge of their Duty. Where 
| i is to be found that reverential Awe of the 
| . Deity, which is the beſt Guard agaiaſt Sin, 
| i and the moſt powerful Encouragement to 
= Obedience? Where that Delight in heavenly 
Contemplations, which deadens the Enjoy- 
_ ments of Senſe, and raiſes the Soul to its 
1 true Dignity and Perfection? Where chat 
| = :. cloſe Walk with God, which is the Source 
1 of the moſt refined and exalted Pleaſures; J 
= Pleaſures peculiar to the Nature of an im- 
| mortal Spirit, and laſting as Eternity itſelf? 
1 Wbere are theſe Things to be found indeed? 
Aͤcqſtead of which, if we look into the Tem- 
it} | pers and Lives of thoſe who call themſelves 
1 Chriſtians, What a great Diſparity ſhall we 
10 ind between their Profeſſion and their Con- 
= Wat Perhaps they may, tho it is to be 
1 feared bis is not always the Caſe, keep them- 
ſelves free from the open and ſcandaloys 
Pollutions of the World, yet they take too little 
lf ; Care 
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Care to watch the Motions of their Spirits, 


and to ſee that their Hearts are right ſet 
before God. Becauſe they are not charge- 
able with the Vices of the Body, they think 
all is well; the Vices of the Mind they 
make very little Account of; looking upon 
them, if not as Things perfectly harmleſs, 


yet as what will find a very eaſy Acquittance. 


For this Reaſon, there are many Perſons 
who would take it as an heinous Afftont to 
ſuſpect their Virtue and Goodneſs, whoſe 
Minds are greatly defiled and contaminated ; 
who harbour in their Breaſts Pride, Malice, 
Hatred, Revenge, Cenſoriouſneſs, and an un- 
due Love of the World. How many eaſily give 
Way to the Sallies of their impetuous Paſ- 
ſions, on the leaſt Provocation letting looſe 
their fiery Temper ? How many are there 
who are of a cenforious and detracting Spi- 


rit ; who delight in Back-biting, Scandal, 


and Defamation; who are Buſy-bodies, 
running from Houſe to Houſe, readily giv- 


ing Ear to calumniating Reports, artfully 


adding what they think proper, and, with- 


out being acquainted with the Circumſtances 


of the Caſe, ſitting in Judgment, and paſ- 
jung Sentence juſt as they pleaſe? And yet, 
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How common 1s it for ſuch Perſons to look 


upon themſelves as holy and religious, not 


conſidering that theſe Things are as ſeverely 
condemned in Scripture, as Acts of Injuſtice 
and Intemperance. I would therefore adviſe 
| ſuch Perſons ſeriouſly to conſider, whether the 
Vices of the Mind are not as odious in the 


Sight of God, as the Vices of the Body. 
And now, Does it not evidently appear, 


ſtrom this imperfect Scetch of the preſent 
State of Religion, that our Works are very 
far from being per ſect before God? Are 
they not on the Contrary highly diſpleaſing 
and offenſive to his ſacred Majeſty ?! And, 


if ſo, Can we think that he will not reſent 
ſuch Indignities? Can we imagine, that 


he will always ſuffer his Laws and Com- 


mands, his Word and Name, his Worſhip 
and Ordinances to be thus trampled on, 
without taking Notice of the Affront? And | 
what a Condition are we then in, hourly, to 
ſtand expoſed to the Indignation of provo- 
ked Omnipotence, which, if exerted againſt 
us, we can neither avoid nor oppoſe ? But 
is there no Remedy left? No Way to pre- 
* n dan ? Yes; bleſſed. be his 


Name, 


(29) 


Name, there is One. And this leads me 


to enquire, 

IT. What Method are we in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances to take? Even to remember what 
we have received and heard; and hold faſt 
and repent; to adhere to, and to maintain the 
Goſpel, as delivered to us by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, in its Purity and Simplicity; and 
to repent of our innumerable Deviations, in 
Faith and Practice, from that holy and per- 
fect Rule. And Ohl that there were ſuch 
an Heart in us; a Heart truly humbled be- 
fore Gop for the Imperfettion of our Works. 


Oh!] that we were brought to a fixed Reſo- 


lution to change our Hearts and Lives, 
and to revive in our Souls a ſerious tender 
Senſe of Gop and our Duty. 
For it is not enough that we confeſs our 
Sins, and expreſs ſome Sorrow for them; nei- 
ther is a mere outward Change of Life ſuffi- 
_ cient; we muſt go farther ſtill, if we be ſin- 
cere true Penitents. Repentance is this; 
when a Perſon from a thorough Conviction 
of his Sins feels bitter Remorſe and Com- 
punction of Soul, and is brought to a root- 
ed Averſion and Hatred of his paſt irre- 
* Courſe of Life ; whereupon he has 
different 
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different Apprehenſions of Vice, quite a- 


nother Senſe of Gop and Goodneſs; by 


Means of which his Heart is warmed with 


an affectionate Love of his Maker, and his 


Soul impreſſed with a deep and lively Senſe 


of divine and heavenly Objects: Which 
Things, gradually fixing themſelves in the 
Mind, ſettle at laſt in rooted Principles, 


which engage him in a different Courſe of 
Life, and the Man feels himſelf inwardly 
renewed and changed. This is Repentance. 


T hope I have not been deſcribing a Thing 


little felt, and little underftood. Oh, my 
Friends! let us collect our ſcattering 
. Thoughts, and ſincerely examine whether 
we are diſpoſed thus to repent ; whether 


we are truly touched with a Senſe of our 
own peculiar Offences. Let each humble 
himſelf in ſecret for thoſe Sins, by which 
'he has provoked his Maker ; and, with 
Vehemence of Soul, implore his forgiving 
Grace, his pardoning Mercy, Our Devo- 


tions, on fuch an Occaſion, ought to be 


winged up with a pathetick Force and Ar- 
dour. And Oh ! that ſuch Prayers may e- 
very where be preſented ; aſcending from our 
Churches, our Houſes, and Cloſets. 


But 


(31) 
Bot if we regard Iniquity in our Hearts, 


and our Souls are not truly humbled before 


an offended God, our moſt fervent Prayers 


will prove vain and ineffectual to any va- 


luable Purpoſe. They will be no better than 
a ſolemn Mockery of the ſupreme Majeſty: 


of Heaven; ſuch an Height of Inſolence 


and Hypocriſy, as may juſtly expoſe us. to. 
Divine Diſpleaſure. If, inſtead of turning 
from the Evil of our Ways, we perſiſt in 


Iniquity ; and are neither melted by hi- 


Mercies, nor reclaimed by his Judgments; 
we can expect nothing but that he will, by 
ſenſible and ſevere Proofs, convince us that 
he is the ſovereign Ruler of the World. 
But this brings me, 

III. To ſhew, that, unleſs we 3 
with this Method, we have great Reaſon to 
fear ſome terrible Stroke of Gop's Diſ- 
. Pleaſure, When a general Corruption of 

Life and Manners prevails in a Nation, and 
the Meg/ure of their Iniquities is full; it is 
then conſiſtent with the Perfections of Dei- 
ty to take ſignal Notice of the horrible 
Affront. And, I think, the Sins of Men 


may be ſaid to be full, when there is a ge- 


neral Revolt from Gop; when Men tram- 
ple 
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(32) 
ple on his righteous Laws, and caſt them be- 
hind their Backs; when there is a prevail- 


ing Contempt of his Ordinances and Infti- 


tutions, and every Thing ſerious and ſacred 
is bantered ; when the Infection has ſpread 
itſelf over all Ranks and all Ages ; when 
the Workers of Iniquity grow bold in Sin, 
glorying in their Shame, and encouraging 
one another in their Contempt of Gop and 
Goodneſs. Whether this be our Caſe at 
preſent, I will not pretend to determine. 
God forbid it ever ſhould! 

But this I will venture to affirm, that, 


: when we conſider the great Load of Guilt 


that lies upon this Nation, we have juſt 


Reaſon to fear the Vengeance of an offend- 


ed God. Whatever we may think of our- 
ſelves, we are not that holy and pious, that 
righteous and virtuous People, as may with 


any Degree of Confidence reckon on his 


Favour and Protection. Our national Sins 
are ſo numerous and aggravating, that we 


have too much Reaſon to apprehend Ruin 
and Deſtruction, and it muſt be of the Lord's 
Mercies that we are not conſumed. For 


fince the State of Nations ends with this 


World, and all the Puniſhment that can be 


inflicted 


633) 


inflicted on them, as Nations, muſt be 
confined to the preſent State; ſo that if 


they ſuffer at all, as Nations, they muſt 
ſuffer in the preſent World for their 
Wickedneſs, either by terrible Judgments, 
or a total Overthrow ; ſince, I fay, this 
is the Caſe, What a dreadful Proſpect have 
we of this Land before us? The national 
Guilt is too glaring to be concealed, and 
too heinous to be denied. And though per- 
haps our Sins may not be of a more flagiti- 
| ous Nature than thoſs of other Nations 

yet conſidering the peculiar Privileges we 
enjoy above them, in having the Light of 
the Goſpel ſhining among us in greater 
Purity, together with the ſignal Favours 
which Gop has beſtowed, and the many 
Deliverances he has wrought out for 26; 
and conſidering alſo our apiſo Imitation of 
them in their ridiculous Fopperies, import- 
ing, as it were, their ſenſeleſs Vices among 
us, as if we had not enough of our own 


Growth: Conſidering theſe Things, we 


have abundant Reaſon to fear, leſt we ſhould 
feel the dreadful Conſequences of Good- 
neſs abuſed, and Puniſhment delayed. 
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(344) 
The uſual Method, which Gop takes 
with ſinful Nations, is this; before he ſtrikes 


the deciſive Blow, he for ſome Time threat- 
ens them with his correcting Rod. Accord- 

ingly in this Manner he has of late treated 

us. | 


At firſt we had the Rumours of War 


ſounding in our Ears ; not only ſo, but 


were actually engaged with a powerful Na- 


tion. When this Calamity did not bring 


us to reflect on our Ways, then a much 
more powerful and more perfidious Nati- 
on was permitted to draw the Sword againſt 
us. When this alſo failed of anſwering 


| the deſigned End, our moſt merciful Father, 


unwilling as It were to bring us to utter De- 
ſolation, tries us again; and, becauſe the 
Horrors of War in neighbouring Nations 


did not ſuitably affect us, he therefore vi- 


fits us with inteſtine Tumults, and brings 
the Miſeries of War almoſt to our very 
Doors. Inſolent and daring Rebels were 
raiſed up, to awaken our Fears, and rouze 
us to Repentance. I ſay, to rouze us ta Re- 
pentance, becauſe, had we been given up 

as incorrigible, we ſhould long before now 
have fell a Prey to our implacable Ene- 


mies. 


(35) 

mies. Whereas the Almighty ſeems deſi- 
rous to be our Friend, and has ſaved us 
from thoſe diſmal nc we were 

then under. 
But, though he has delivered us from the 
Hands of Men, yet he has taken Care to let 
us know that we are ſtill in his Hands, and 
that he can deſtroy us, whenever he pleaſes. 
Accordingly he has threatened us with Fa- 
mine, by cutting off the Herd from the Stall; 
which we have yet Reaſon to fear, ſince 
the Contagion /i rages among the Cattle. 
And, leſt this ſhould not be ſufficient, he 
has very lately ſpoke to us in another Voice; 
has once and again moved the Ground on 
which we tread with Tremblings and ſtrong 
Concuſſions. At his Command the Earth 
has heaved its ponderous Weight, groaning, 
as it were, under the Sins of its Inhabitants. 
And whether theſe Concuſſions are extraor- 
dinary and miraculous, or the Effects of natu- 
ral Cauſes, the Caſe is exactly the ſame, with 
reſpect to us; ſince natural Cauſes: are all 
under the Influence and Direction of the 
God of Nature, and he can in what Way 
he pleaſes make Uſe of theſe Creatures of 
E 2 | "0". 
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his Power, for effecting his and wo 


poſe. 
- And 8576 theſe loud Calls of his Provi- 
dence ſufficiently affected us? Affected ſome 


indeed they have, but with ſuperſtitious 


Fears and an unreaſonable Panick ; giving 
Heed to lying Fables, and imagining that the 


Almighty in his Viſitations is confined to 


ſtated Seaſons and monthly Periods, Where - 
upon they have ſeemed inclined, rather than 
fly from their Sins, to attempt, if poſſible, 
to fly from their God; not duly confidering 
that the ſupreme Power can follow them 
wherever they go; and, whenever he plea- 
ſes, not only ſhake but deſtroy the whole 
Land, and by one Word of his Mouth 
ſpeak the Earth into nothing. 

But, bleſſed be his Name, he has ſpared 


| hitherto, and we truſt he will ſpare. Whe-.. 


ther our Iniquities are at- the Fall, God only 
knows, We hope, tho' they are grievous 
and crying, there is yet a Place left for Re- 


pentance. To this let us inſtantly apply. 


What do we then? Shall we fit with a 


gloomy Countenance accufing one another, 


or perhaps faintly condemning ourſelves ? 
No, let each one impartially examine bim- 


ell, 


(37) 
felf, and with pungent Sorrow bewail thoſe 
Evils that lurk in his um Heart, We are 
apt enough to cenſure the Vices of others, 
eſpecially if we are not faulty in the 
Kind; but there are other Sins beſides 
of Intemperance; there are the Vices of the 
Mind, as well as the Body, which are equal- 
ly odious to a pure and holy God. And 
who is there can ſay, he is free from Pride, 
Malice, Cenſoriouſneſs, or an 0 Love 
of the World? 

Let every one tetire into W Soul, 
and deliberate with himſelf in ſome ſuch 
Way as this: It is ſome Time paſt that 
we have been full of Alarms, and diſmal 
Apprehenſions; well, What Luſt or bad 
Habit have I parted with ? What Care have 
I taken of my Temper and Conduct? What 
Proof have I given to God, the World, or 
myſelf, that I do indeed look upon Religion 
as the Power of God to my Soul? Have my 
Works been perfect before God? Have I not 
on the Contrary gone on in my old irregular 
| Courſe, and, while I have been talking of 
Religion, been doing all that I could by my 
Behaviour to undermine and overthrow it? 
Have not I. lived too much as wwrhout God 
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in the Werld:; without making daily and 
fervent Addreſſes to him, or keeping up in 
my Family a Senſe of his being my Benefac- 
tor and Friend? Have not I poured too much 
Contempt on his Word, his Ordinances, his 
Sabbath and Inſtitutions? Have not I har- 
bouted in my Breaſt a Spirit of Strife and 
Hatred, of Envying, of Reviling, of Pride, 
and Self. love? Have not I loved and purſued 
the World, the Profits and Pleaſures of it, 
in to unbounded a Manner; and am I not 
thereby ſunk into a ſenſual and worldly State? 
In ſhort, What have I done, or rather, what 
have I not done towards increaſing the pub- 
lick Guilt? Have I not been adding Sin to 
Sin, perhaps Hypocriſy to all the reſt? 
Oh! let me not deceive a for God did. 
not to be mocked. 1 1. 
Let me then, to conclude, intreat mack 
as you love your precious immortal Souls, 
to be awakened, by the tremendous Strokes 
of Heaven, to ſincere Penitence and humble. 
Devotion. Stir up your drowſy Powers, 
ſhake off Sloth and Indifference, warm 
your Minds with an ardent Love of Religion, 
and exert the utmoſt Life and Vigour in the 
Practice o of it; puſh through all the Diffi- 
culties 


G38] - 

culties that may lie in the Way of your 
Duty; accuſtom yourſelves to Acts of Mor- 
tification and Self-denial; withdraw your 
Thoughts from the gay tempting Scenes of 
Life; ſuffer not your Minds to be dazzled 
with Splendor, ſoftened with Pleaſure, or 
entangled with Wealth; but delight your 
Hearts with the Proſpect of future inviſible 
Joys. By Means of all which ſerious Re- 
ligion will be revived in the Midſt of us, 

and God, even our God, ſhall bleſs us. 
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